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Heroes and Heroines: Gender Roles in Folklore
When individuals think of gender roles and their characterization in fairytales, legends, myths, or folktales, they can precisely see that there is a certain manner each gender is portrayed. Depending on the era and period when the story was written, most fairytales have a specific ideology for the genders. For instance, when individuals consider fairytales such as Snow White, Rapunzel, and Cinderella, the female responsibility is either a queen or an evil witch as an antagonist or a princess who should be rescued. The prince who saves the female in need becomes the male hero of the fairytale. In Cinderella, the young woman, Cinderella, is enslaved by her three stepsisters and evil mother. She is denied her freedom to leave and trapped in the house while doomed to perform dirty work. Ultimately, a prince chooses her after she can escape and attend the town ball (El Shaban 5). They eventually get married and stay happy.
 The crown princess of Corona, Rapunzel, is a determined and spirited young lady with willingness and a strong curiosity sense to go beyond her comfort zone and pursue the unknown for the sake of experiencing her dreams. She grows up as a beautiful kid with long golden hair (Duttagupta 56). The prince learns to gains access to the tower where Rapunzel was by the sorceress and begged her to let her hair down for him to climb the tower. The prince and Rapunzel fall for each other and eventually marry. In Snow White, the queen hates Snow White for being beautiful than her and orders a huntsman to kill her in the forest (Smoodin 35). A prince saves Snow White after she was poisoned with an apple by the queen. He declares his love for her and marries her at a big wedding party.
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